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Preliminary report of terrestrial vertebrates from the Late Cretaceous Tamagawa
Formation of the Kuji Group of Kuji City, Iwate Prefecture, northeastern Japan

HIRAYAMA, Ren*, KOBAYASHI, Yoshitsugu™, SONODA, Teppei** and SASAKI, Kazuhisa***

Abstract
Diverse terrestrial vertebrates have been found from the upper part of the Tamagawa

Formation (Late Cretaceous, Santonian) of the Kuji Group since 2003. Shell materials of Adocus sp.

(Adocidae ; Cryptodira; Testudines), presumed as a semiaquatic turtles, are particularly abundant,

including a nearly complete 40 cm long shell. Some characters, such as enormous enlargement of

marginal scutes overlying the middle of costals, and loss of cervical scute, are unique features for this

specimen. Another costal bone is identified as a turtle of the Family Nanhsiungchelyidae, an extinct

terrestrial group, based on its coarser decorations on the shell surface and deeper scute sulci. Other

than turtles, a left ischium of ornitischian dinosaur and a few isolated teeth of crocodile were

recovered from the same locality.
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